
 

 

This lesson plan is from the Council for Economic Education's 

publication: 

Focus: Globalization 

To purchase Focus: Globalization, visit: 

http://store.councilforeconed.org/globalization.html  

Or, use the order form at the end of the lesson. 

For more economic and personal finance lesson plans, visit: 

http://store.councilforeconed.org  

To learn more about the Council for Economic Education, visit: 

 http://www.councilforeconed.org  

You have permission to use and share this lesson plan, as long as you 

make no changes or edits to its contents or digital format. 

You can post this, email this, print this, share with your colleagues and 

pass it along for free to anyone you like. 

If you post it to a website or intranet, please provide the following 

attribution: 

Courtesy of the Council for Economic Education. For more economic 

and personal finance lesson plans, visit 

http://store.councilforeconed.org  

http://store.councilforeconed.org/globalization.html
http://store.councilforeconed.org/
http://www.councilforeconed.org/
http://store.councilforeconed.org/


 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Visual 2 (Update) 
Which Companies Are U.S. Firms? 

Company/Product U.S. Owned? Owned By 

Chrysler Pacifica  
Germany’s  

Daimler Chrysler 

Shell Gas  Royal Dutch Shell 

7 Up  
Britain’s Cadbury 

Schweppes 

Nestlé’s Crunch Candy Bar  Nestle SA of Switzerland 

Bayer Aspirin  Bayer AG in Germany 

Burger King Hamburgers 

and Fries 
 British Diageo 

Crowne Plaza Hotel  
British hotel firm Six 

Continents 

Houghton Mifflin Book  
French Vivendi 

Universal 

Sony Television  Sony Japan 

Snapple Ice Tea  
Britain’s Cadbury 

Schweppes 

Taster’s Choice Instant 

Coffee 
 

Nestle SA of 

Switzerland 

Lipton Tea  
Unilever, Anglo-Dutch 

Company 

Skippy Peanut Butter  
Unilever, Anglo-Dutch 

Company 

BP Gas  
British Petroleum United 

Kingdom 

ING DIRECT  Dutch Company 

Barclays  United Kingdom 

 

  



Visual 3 (Update) 
U.S. International Trade: Exports, Imports, Shares of GDP and Output of 

Goods 

Value of U.S. Exports and Imports (in 2016 dollars) 

Year Exports Imports 

1890 $ 472,192,078 $ 427,048,424 

1900 830,636,216 554,154,728 

1950 830,705,779 700,831,195 

1970 1,341,374,143 1,246,006,825 

2005  1,133,981,541,219  2,111,467,516,641 

2016 $1,471,000,000,000 $2,205,000,000,000 

Source: Bureau of the Census. Historical Statistics of the United States Colonial Times to 1970, Bicentennial Edition, Part 2. 

CIA Factbook: www.cia.gov/dia/publications/factbook. Nominal data for 1890, 1900, 1950, and 1970 were converted to 2016 

dollars using the U.S. Inflation Calculator, http://www.westegg.com/inflation/. 

U.S. Merchandise Exports as Percentages of Total Output, and Tradable 

Output, United States, 1889–2016 

 Merchandise Exports 

Year Percentage of GDP/GNP Percentage of Goods 

Output 

1889 5.6 14.3 

1913 6.1 13.2 

1929 5.2 13.9 

1950 3.6 8.9 

1960 3.8 11.0 

1970 4.2 14.1 

1980 8.3 29.2 

1990 7.0 31.4 

2000 7.7 41.3 

2016 7.9 52.4 

Source: Douglas Irwin, “The United States in a New Global Economy? A Century’s Perspective.” American Economic Review, 

May 1996. James Gerber. International Economics, Third Edition, p 5, Pearson Addison Wesley, 2005. 2016 data, CIA Factbook: 

www.cia.gov/dia/publications/factbook , 2016 data, Census https://www.census.gov/economic-indicators/index.php  

 

http://www.westegg.com/inflation/
http://www.cia.gov/dia/publications/factbook
https://www.census.gov/economic-indicators/index.php


Visual 4 (Update) 
Commodity Composition of U.S. Trade, 1890 vs. 1990 vs. 2016 

 
1890 1990 2016 

Percentage of Exports 

Agricultural  

Goods 
42.2 11.5  9.2 

Raw 

 Materials 
36.6 11.6  26.8 

Manufactured 

Goods 
21.2 77.0 64 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

 

1890 1990 2016 

Percentage of Imports  

Agricultural  

Goods 
33.1 5.6 4.9 

Raw 

 Materials 
22.8 14.8  32.9 

Manufactured 

Goods 
44.1 79.6 62.2 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

Source: Douglas Irwin, “The United States in a New Global Economy? A Century’s Perspective,” 

American Economic Review, May 1996.  2016 data, CIA Factbook: 

www.cia.gov/dia/publications/factbook 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 


