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Need Winning Investment Advice? Ask this Elementary Schooler 
 

Virginia Student Builds Winning Investment Portfolio, Places 1st in Virginia and 8th 
Nationally in SIFMA Foundation’s InvestWrite® Competition 

 
 
New York, NY, 5/16/2025–  As Warren Buffett once said, “Someone is sitting in the shade today 
because someone planted a tree a long time ago.” That idea is at the heart of Eden Seife’s winning 
essay, which emphasized the value of building financial stability through informed investing. 
 
Eden, a fifth-grade student at Falling Branch Elem in Christiansburg, Virginia, is planting the seeds 
for a financially secure future. Her thoughtful, long-term investment plan earned a prestigious 1st in 
Virginia and 8th place win nationally in the SIFMA Foundation’s Fall 2024 InvestWrite® 
competition, the nation’s premier youth financial writing challenge. 
 
Chosen from thousands of entries, Eden’s essay demonstrated a clear understanding of 
diversification, long-term investing, and risk—core concepts that define smart financial decision-
making. Eden and teacher Brenda Mash will be honored by the SIFMA Foundation and Virginia 
Council on Economic Education in a ceremony held on May 16, 2025. 
 
InvestWrite is the capstone to the SIFMA Foundation’s Stock Market Game™, a curriculum-based 
simulation in which students manage a hypothetical $100,000 portfolio of stocks, bonds, mutual 
funds, and cash. The program has reached more than 23 million students since 1977 and is widely 
recognized for improving academic achievement in math, economics and personal finance. 
 
 
“We’re thrilled to celebrate Eden for this outstanding achievement,” said Melanie Mortimer, 
President of the SIFMA Foundation. “This is a powerful example of how financial education helps 
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young people take control of their futures. By understanding long-term investing, students like Eden 
are building not just portfolios, but real financial confidence, know-how and independence.” 
 
Each year, InvestWrite challenges students to apply what they’ve learned in the Stock Market Game 
to a real-world investing scenario. Thousands of financial professionals across the country volunteer 
to judge the essays, selecting winners who demonstrate depth of knowledge, critical thinking, and a 
practical vision for financial independence. 
 
The Stock Market Game and InvestWrite are offered in Virginia through the Virginia Council on 
Economic Education. “We honor and congratulate Eden Seife and her teacher Brenda Mash,” said 
Dan Mortensen, President and CEO of the Virginia Council on Economic Education, “Helping 
Virginia students better understand our economy, our markets, the role of investors, and how to 
make good investments will pay dividends for the students, their education, and the Virginia 
economy.” 
 
Amidst rapid growth of new online investing tools and social media Finfluencers, SIFMA Foundation 
has stepped up its efforts to provide tools for individuals to understand the fundamentals of risk-
managed investing. Offered free of charge at www.stockmarketgame.org, SMG InvestQuest is an 
online, 30-minute investing simulation that spans five years of real market activity and challenges 
users to allocate a hypothetical investment portfolio in response to news and industry trend reports. 
SMG InvestQuest emphasizes asset allocation, portfolio diversification, and long-term investing. It 
is available online anytime to individuals, families, and educators who want to try their hand at 
learning or teaching investing basics. 
 
Additionally, in response to growing demand for families to build their financial savvy and engage in 
educational summer fun, SIFMA Foundation is launching The Stock Market Game Summer 
Session. Offered June 30 – August 8, 2025, SMG Summer Session is a free, national investing 
competition in which family members can challenge each other as individuals or teams. Youth 
participants are eligible to compete for prizes, receive certificates of completion, and build essential 
financial skills over the summer. Registration is available at smg.stockmarketgame.org/#   
 
“Our summer and digital programs extend these opportunities beyond the classroom and into 
everyday life,” Mortimer added. “Whether through SMG InvestQuest or our SMG Summer Session, 
we are creating more pathways for young people and their families to learn, grow, and achieve their 
financial dreams.” 
 
In the Fall essay writing competition, 4th–12th grade students were asked to reflect on their Stock 
Market Game portfolios and consider the following questions: “Was your portfolio diversified? If 
so, how? If not, how could you make it more diversified for long-term financial success?” Students 
were challenged to explain their investment strategy and recommend a future approach to saving or 
investing that reflects their understanding of a sound, diversified financial plan. 
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Winning Essay 
 
My team is in the Stock Market Game. My team and I are always researching to see which companies 
and stocks are doing well. Yahoo Finance is an amazing website to do that, and I have learned a lot in my 
two years of doing this. 
 
To me having a diverse portfolio is having different in-vestments in that portfolio. My portfolio is very 
diverse with many different mutual funds, stocks, and ETFs. My team’s portfolio is doing well because of 
these invest-ments. 
 
Diversifying my portfolio is very important to make sure even if one or more of my holdings decrease in 
value, my overall portfolio can still do well. A great way to diversify my portfolio is investing in a mutual 
fund. Mutual funds have a lot of different companies under that fund. A mu-tual fund I have invested in to 
diversify my portfolio is BPTIX (Baron Partners Institutional). I have been looking at this mutual fund and it 
has been doing very well. It started out low but has since had a lot of growth. Some of their holdings are 
Tesla, CoStar Group Inc., and Hyatt Ho-tels Corporation. 
 
Another way to diversify one’s portfolio is through ETFs. ETF is short for an Exchange-Traded Fund. 
ETFs are made up of groups of various stocks and bonds and are them-selves traded as stocks. For 
example, Index ETFs, which track a broad market index, are a simple way to buy a di-versified 
investment. A well-known ETF in the Nasdaq is the Invesco NASDAQ 100 ETF (Fund). ETFs are also 
good because they have low expenses, which makes them a low-cost way to hold a diversified portfolio. 
 
But sometimes it is good to track individual companies and invest a part (not all) of your funds in a 
company that you think will grow in value in the future. For example, one amazing stock recently is Nvidia. 
It is all over the news these days due to its amazing performance. A stunning fact is that Nvidia is now 
worth more than Amazon and Tesla combined. 
 
But in the end, if you want to succeed as an investor you will have to spread your risks by investing in a 
diversified portfolio. Always remember the adage: “Don’t put all your eggs in one basket.” 
 
About the SIFMA Foundation 
The SIFMA Foundation is committed to closing the opportunity gap by fostering greater knowledge 
of the financial markets for young people of all backgrounds. Drawing on the support and expertise 
of educators and the financial industry, the Foundation provides financial education to strengthen 
economic opportunity across communities and increase awareness of the benefits of the global 
marketplace. Since 1977, the Foundation’s flagship program, The Stock Market Game™, has guided 
more than 23 million students on their path to financial independence by building their life skills, 
improving academic achievement, and boosting their social-emotional learning. For more 
information on the SIFMA Foundation, visit www.sifma.org/foundation. 
 
About the Virginia Council on Economic Education  
The Virginia Council on Economic Education, a nonprofit organization, provides Virginia K-12 
students with the economic knowledge and financial skills needed to thrive in our dynamic 
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economy. By providing quality training and up-to-date resources, the Virginia Council on Economic 
Education partners with teachers and school divisions to help students develop decision-making 
skills needed to be informed consumers, productive employees or innovative entrepreneurs, 
thoughtful investors, and reasoned voters. For more information, visit www.vcee.org. 
 
About InvestWrite® 
InvestWrite® is a culminating activity for Stock Market Game students that extends their classroom 
learning with a written challenge to address real-world financial issues. Students apply what they 
have learned in the Stock Market Game – critical thinking, portfolio analysis, and research on 
current events and market trends—and develop a long-term saving and investing strategy to achieve 
their goals and position themselves for financial success. Over 280,000 students have written essays 
reviewed by tens of thousands of teachers and more than 56,000 volunteer judges. Financial 
professionals volunteer their time each year to serve as essay reviewers and ensure young people are 
exposed to the essentials of personal finance early in life. For more information about InvestWrite®, 
visit www.investwrite.org. 
  
 

# # # # 

http://www.vcee.org/
http://www.investwrite.org/

